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Week Ending Friday, August 7, 1998

Statement on Congressional Action
on Job Training Reform Legislation
July 31, 1998

I am pleased that both Houses of Congress
have now passed a comprehensive bill to give
Americans new opportunities and choices to
train for the jobs of the future. This bill will
modernize job training to fit the needs of
today’s economy, and I appreciate the bipar-
tisan spirit that prevailed in getting that done.
Modeled on my GI bill for America’s work-
ers, this new training bill streamlines the vast
array of existing job programs and empowers
individuals to learn new skills with a simple
grant. It makes sure that job training helps
Americans meet the demand of a rapidly
changing economy, and I look forward to
signing it into law.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of
Bill Richardson To Be Secretary of
Energy
July 31, 1998

I am very pleased that the Senate today
voted unanimously to confirm Ambassador
Bill Richardson as Secretary of Energy.

Ambassador Richardson brings extraor-
dinary experience and expertise to this vital
post. As a Member of the U.S. Congress rep-
resenting New Mexico, an energy-rich State
that is home to two Department of Energy
national laboratories, he has extensive first-
hand experience on issues ranging from oil
and gas deregulation, to alternative energy,
to ensuring strong environmental standards
in energy development. As U.S. Ambassador
to the United Nations, he has been a vigorous
and articulate proponent of U.S. engagement
and has successfully tackled tough negotiat-
ing challenges around the world.

I am confident that Ambassador Richard-
son’s tremendous energy, creativity, and
leadership will help secure our Nation’s en-
ergy future so that America continues to
prosper.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Dinner in East Hampton,
New York
July 31, 1998

First of all, I thank Bruce and Claude for
their wonderful hospitality in this magnifi-
cent home and the terrific dinner. Our com-
pliments to all the—the chef and the people
in the kitchen. I thank Alan and Susan for
dreaming up this weekend and all of you who
have come to be a part of it.

We’ve had a great time tonight. Since
Bruce asked me if I would go in there when
we’re having coffee in the other room and
answer questions, I will spare you any ex-
tended remarks. I want to ask you to think
about something. I am—we’re here for the
Democrat Committee, and I’m very grateful
to Steve Grossman and to Len Barrack and
to Fran Katz and all the other people. But
I was born a Democrat because I was a De-
pression era—my parents were and my
grandparents. My grandfather, who raised
me until I was 4, thought he was going to
Franklin Roosevelt when he died.

But I was determined in 1991 and 1992
to be faithful to the traditional values of our
country and our party, but to modernize our
party and to bring a new set of ideas to the
debate in Washington, which I thought,
frankly, was stale and divisive and dominated
by the people in the other party who thought
they had an entitlement to the White House.
Some days, I think they still do. [Laughter]
And I thought the White House belonged
to all the rest of you and everybody else in
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